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being brim full of wine, we sallied forth, went the old Bow
Street rounds, from whence I was led into an absolute hell
upon earth. The first impression on my mind upon entering
those diabolical regions never will be effaced from niy
memory. This den was distinguished by the name of
Wetherby's, situate in the narrowest part of Little Russell
Street, Drury Lane. Upon ringing at a door, strongly
.secured with knobs of iron, a cut throat looking rascal
opened a small wicket, which was also secured with narrow
iron bars, "who in a hoarse and ferocious voice asked, " Who's
there?" Being answered "Friends," we were cautiously
admitted one at a time, and when the last had entered,
the door was instantly closed and secured, not only by an
immense lock and key, but a massy iron bolt and chain,
I had then never been within the walls of a prison, yet this
struck me like entering one of the most horrible kind.
My companions conducted me into a room where such a
scene was exhibiting that I involuntarily shrunk back with
disgust and dismay, and would have retreated from the
apartment, but that I found my surprize and alarm were so
visible in my countenance as to have attracted the attention
of several persons who came up, and good naturedly enough
encouraged me observing that I was a young hand but
should soon be familiarised and enjoy the fun.

At this time the whole room was in an uproar, men and
women promiscuously mounted upon chairs, tables, and
benches, in order to see a sort of general conflict carried
on upon the floor. Two she devils, for they scarce had a
human appearance, were engaged in a scratching and
boxing match, their faces entirely covered with blood,
bosoms bare, and the clothes nearly torn from their bodies.
For several minutes not a creature interfered between
them., or seemed to care a straw what mischief they might
do each other, and the contest went on with unabated
fury.

In another corner of the same room, an uncommonly
athletic young man of about twenty-five seemed to be the
object of universal attack. No less than three Amazonian